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FTSE Group, DIFC Investments & Merit Commodity Partners 
expand commodity investment opportunities with 
the launch of the Shariah Compliant
FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series

Sydney, Hong Kong, Dubai, London and New York, May 10, 2011: FTSE Group (“FTSE”), the award winning global index provider, and Dubai International Financial Centre Investments (DIFCI), through its wholly owned subsidiary Global Commodity Finance, together with Merit Commodity Partners AG, today announced the launch of the FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series (PIMI). This index series is the world’s first investible, Shariah compliant physical industrial metals index series, providing investors with a means of researching, benchmarking, and managing exposure to some of the world’s most widely used industrial metals. 
The FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series is launched against a backdrop of growing investor interest in the metals asset class as continued emerging market development and government investment in infrastructure fuels global consumption. The FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series comprises four individual indices, covering aluminium, copper, zinc and nickel, as well as a benchmark index containing all four metals, giving investors the flexibility to tailor their metals exposure in accordance with investment objectives. 
The FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series provides investors with tools to hedge against future supply constraints and which provide the security and reassurance of physical asset ownership. Additionally, the index series has been designed to expand the range of investment and diversification opportunities open to investors who are seeking Shariah compliant products, and provide a liquid, transparent solution for investors who wish to gain industrial metals exposure. 
“FTSE has a strong pedigree in creating investment solutions for global investors, offering exposure to a broad range of asset classes,” said Jonathan Cooper, Managing Director, Middle East & Africa at FTSE. “We are delighted to be able to offer this innovative index series which creates new Shariah-compliant investment opportunities in commodities, a fast-growing asset class. This new index series provides a transparent tool for organisations wishing to reduce the costs and complexity involved in maintaining a long term industrial metals exposure.” 
Abdulla Mohammed Al Awar, CEO of the DIFC Authority said: "The launch of the FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series comes at an opportune time and will present new avenues for investors looking to access this exciting asset class. DIFC is an advocate and supporter of innovation and we believe this type of product which will ignite the interest of investors around the world and attract investment into the region.”
Shahli Akram, Managing Director DIFCI: “DIFCI through its wholly owned subsidiary GCF is pleased to partner with FTSE in this initiative. We believe that this innovative product would enable a wide spectrum of global investors to better manage the growing complex exposure to the physical metal asset class.”
Eric Kolts, Head of Global Marketing and Sales for Merit Commodity Partners AG, “The FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series will provide investors who wish to manage their exposure to the price or supply of industrial metals a whole new range of investment opportunities”
The FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series has been developed with Global Commodity Finance, a wholly owned subsidiary of Dubai International Financial Centre Investments (DIFCI) and will be co-managed with Merit Commodity Partners AG, a specialist commodity advisory and investment management firm based in Switzerland. 

More information about the FTSE Physical Industrial Metals Index Series is available at www.ftse.com/Indices/FTSE_Physical_Industrial_Metals_Index_Series/index.jsp 
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Notes to Editors
About FTSE Group

FTSE Group (“FTSE”) is a world-leader in the creation and management of indices. With offices in London, Beijing, Dubai, Milan, Mumbai, Hong Kong, Madrid, New York, Paris, San Francisco, Sydney, Shanghai and Tokyo, FTSE works with investors in 77 countries globally.  It calculates and manages a comprehensive range of equity, fixed income, real estate and investment strategy indices, on both a standard and custom basis. The company has collaborative arrangements with a number of stock exchanges, trade bodies and asset class specialists around the world. 

FTSE indices are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. 

FTSE is an independent company jointly owned by The Financial Times and London Stock Exchange Group. www.ftse.com 
About Merit Commodity Partners
Merit Commodity Partners AG., Switzerland (MCP), an affiliate of the Merit Group (Austria) is exclusively focused on physical commodity markets.

MCP provides specialist asset management and advisory services worldwide for corporations and professional investors seeking to participate in the investment opportunity that physical commodities represent or to manage existing commodity price or supply exposure.

MCP benefits from the combination of the Group’s 25 year history with commodities dealing, an experienced management team and the company’s global relationships with commodity suppliers, manufacturers and investment professionals.

E: info@mcpag.com 
T: +41 (0) 41 729 79 84
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About DIFC Investments

Dubai International Financial Centre Investments LLC (DIFC Investments) is a wholly owned subsidiary of DIFC Authority

Global Commodity Finance (GCF) is a subsidiary of DIFCI which co-developed the Physical Industrial Metals Index Series (PIMIS) with FTSE

